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SESSION 2 
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

A Condensed Overview 
 
"Now about spiritual gifts I do not want you to be ignorant."  1 Cor. 12:1 
 
 
A SPIRITUAL GIFT:  Is a special ability, given by the Holy Spirit to every believer 
at their conversion, to be used to minister to others and therefore build up the 
Body of Christ 
 
 
10 TRUTHS 
 
1.  Only ______________________ have spiritual gifts.  1 Cor. 2:14 
 
2.  Every Christian has at least _______________________ gift.  1 Cor. 7:7 
 
3.  No one receives ________________________ the gifts.  1 Cor. 12:27-30 
 
4.  No single gift is given to ________________________.  1 Cor. 12:29-30 
 
5.  You can't _____________________________ a spiritual gift.  Eph. 4:7 
 
6.  The _______________________ decides what gifts I get.  1 Cor. 12:11 
 
7.  The gifts I'm given are __________________________.  Rom. 11:29 
 
8.  I am to ______________________ the gifts God gives me.  1 Tim. 4:14 
 
9.  it’s a sin to ___________ the gifts God gave me.  1 Cor. 4;1-2  Mt. 25:14-30 
 
10.  Using my gifts ______________ God and ____________ me.  John 15:8 
 
 
THE PURPOSE OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
 
A.  NOT FOR MY BENEFIT, BUT ____________________. 
"Each one of you, as a good manager of God's different gifts, must use for the 
good of others, the spiritual gift he has received from God."  1 Peter 4:10 (GN) 
 
"The Holy Spirit Displays God's power through each of us as a means of helping 
the entire church."  1 Cor. 12:7 (LB) 
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B.  TO PRODUCE _________ AND ____________IN OUR CHURCH FAMILY. 
"It was He who gave gifts to men... to build up the Body of Christ so we shall all 
come together to that oneness in our faith... and become mature... Then we shall 
no longer be children, carried by the waves and blown about by every shifting 
wind..."  Eph. 4:11, 13-14 (GN) 
 
 
CAUTIONS ABOUT SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
 
1.  Don't confuse gifts with natural talents. 
 
2.  Don't confuse gifts with the Fruit of the Spirit.  Gal. 5:22-23 
   * "Fruit" shows my Maturity. 
   * "Gifts" show my Ministry. 
 
3.  Don't confuse gifts with Christian roles. 
 
4.  Be aware of the "gift projection" tendency.  (Expecting others to serve the way 
you do and have similar results) 
 
5.  Don't feel my gift makes me superior to others.  1 Cor. 12:21 
 
6.  Realize that using my gifts without love is worthless!  "I may be able to speak 
the languages of men and even of angels... I may have the gift of inspired 
preaching... I may have all knowledge... and all the faith to move mountains -- but 
if I have not love, I am nothing... it does no good."  1 Cor. 13:1-3 (GN) 
 
7.  Recognize that I have both a Primary and a Secondary ministry in my church: 
 
 * My PRIMARY MINISTRY commitment should be in  the area where I am 
____________________. 
 
 * My SECONDARY MINISTRY includes serving in any other area of the 
Body where I am ____________________. 
 
 
HOW TO DISCOVER YOUR GIFT 
Get Started! 
 

S __________________________ 
    See suggested book list 
 
 

T ____________________________   
Experiment with different areas of service 
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  A _______________________________________________ 

    Use the "unwrapping My Gift" Tool 
 

R _________________________________________________ 
    Ask others what gifts they see in me. 
 

T ________________________________________________ 
    Take advantage of S.A.L.T. 
 
 
Three Ways God Wants You to Use Your Gifts 

1.  Through an Ongoing Ministry 

  2.  Through Short-Term Projects 

  3.  Through Spontaneous Situations 

 
IT'S EASIER TO DISCOVER YOUR GIFT THROUGH MINISTRY THAN TO 
DISCOVER YOUR MINISTRY THROUGH YOUR GIFT 
 
 UNWRAPPING MY GIFTS 
 
 The Bible does not lock us into tight restrictions as to the number of 
spiritual gifts, or even their definitions.  The four major lists of gifts are found in 
Romans 12:-8, 1 Cor. 12:1-11, 27-31, and Eph. 4:11-12, 1 Peter 4;9-11 but there 
are other passages that mention or illustrate gifts not included in these lists. 
 
 All gifts are given to help the church fulfill its purposes.  So we've 
categorized this list of gifts according to Reseda's Five Purposes. 
 
 As you read through this list, check off your initial impression concerning 
yourself.  Remember you can have many gifts. 
 
 
GIFTS THAT COMMUNICATE GOD'S WORD 
(to both unbelievers and believers) 
 
PREACHING ("Prophecy")1 Cor. 14:3 
The ability to publicly communicate God's word in an inspired way that convinces 
unbeliever and both challenges and comforts believers.  The ability to 
persuasively declare God's will. 
 
EVANGELISM Acts 8:26-40 
The ability to communicate the Good News of Jesus Christ to unbelievers in a 
positive, non-threatening way.  The ability to sense opportunities to share Christ 
and lead people to respond with faith. 
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MISSIONS  1 Cor. 9:19-23, Acts 13:2-3 
The ability to adapt to a different culture in order to reach unbelievers and help 
believers from that culture. 
 
 
GIFTS THAT EDUCATE GOD'S PEOPLE 
 
TEACHING  Eph. 4:12-13 
The ability to educate God's people by clearly explaining and applying the Bible 
in a way that causes them to learn.  The ability to equip and train other believers 
for ministry. 
 
ENCOURAGEMENT ("Exhortation") Acts 14:22 
The ability to motivate God's people to apply and act on Biblical principles, 
especially when they are discouraged or wavering in their faith.  The ability to 
bring out the best in others and challenge them to develop their potential. 
 
WISDOM  1 Cor. 2:1, 6-16 
The ability to understand God's perspective on life situations and share those 
insights in a simple, understandable way.  The ability to explain what to do and 
how to do it. 
 
DISCERNMENT  1 John 4:1-6 
The ability to distinguish right from wrong, truth from error, and to give an 
immediate evaluation based on God's Word.  The ability to discern whether the 
source of an experience is Satan, self, or God's Spirit 
 
 
KNOWLEDGE  Daniel 1:17 
The ability to discover, collect, analyze, and organize information that is vital to 
individual believers or the entire church family.  The ability to comprehend a large 
amount of information and provide it when needed for effective decision-making. 
 
 
GIFTS THAT DEMONSTRATE GOD'S LOVE 
 
SERVICE  Acts 6:1-7 
The ability to recognize unmet needs in the church family, and take the initiative 
to provide practical assistance quickly, cheerfully, and without a need for 
recognition 
 
MERCY  Luke 10:30-37 
The ability to detect hurt and empathize with those who are suffering in the 
church family.  The ability to provide compassionate and cheerful support to 
those experiencing distress, crisis, or pain. 
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HOSPITALITY 1 Peter 4:9-10 
The ability to make others, especially strangers, feel warmly welcomed, 
accepted, and comfortable in the church family.  The ability to coordinate factors 
that promote fellowship 
 
PASTORING ("Shepherding") 1 Peter 5:2-4 
The ability to care for the spiritual needs of a group of believers and equip them 
for ministry.  The ability to nurture a small group in spiritual growth and assume 
responsibility for their welfare. 
 
GIVING 2 Cor. 8:1-7 
The ability to generously contribute material resources and/or money beyond the 
10% tithe so that the Body may grow and be strengthened.  The ability to earn 
and manage money so it may be given to support the ministry of others. 
 
 
GIFTS THAT CELEBRATE GOD'S PRESENCE 
(Worship or prayer-related gifts) 
 
Singing  Hebrews 2:12 
The ability to celebrate God's presence through vocal music, and to lead the 
church family in worship. 
 
ARTS & CRAFTS  Exodus 31:3-11 
The ability to build, maintain, or beautify the place of worship for God's glory.  
The ability to express worship through a variety of art forms. 
 
 


